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Extra Credit Union adds 3 Small Community Libraries in Macomb County 
 

Libraries offer free financial literacy, diversity, equity & inclusion,  
bi-lingual resources to community 

 
Extra Credit Union has helped to increase the access to free library resources in three new 
areas in Macomb County. 
 
As a continuation of its award-winning Small Community Libraries project, Extra Credit Union 
has installed three new libraries, one each in Romeo, Sterling Heights, and southwest Warren. 
Those are in addition to the five libraries the credit union installed last summer.  
 
The credit union also was recently recognized with a Community Enrichment Award for the 
initial project by the Michigan Credit Union Foundation.  
 
“We are so grateful to have been recognized for our efforts to provide access to free literary 
resources in areas of our community where members can most benefit,” said Ruthann Varosi, 
Assistant Vice President of Marketing at Extra Credit Union. “We are excited to continue to 
expand this project into new areas where there also is a need for these resources, in addition to 
offering books in other languages to best serve the communities surrounding them. ” 

Each of the libraries, which resembles a large wooden bird house on a post, holds dozens of 
books. The idea is for visitors to take a book of interest and to bring it back or pass on to friends 
or family who would also enjoy reading it. Members of the community can also bring their own 
books to share by placing them in the library for others to take home. 

Libraries are located in the following areas: 

• Downtown Romeo in the MJC Alleyway {NEW} 
• Outside in front of Westview Elementary School in Warren {NEW} 
• Outside in front of Grissom Middle School in Sterling Heights {NEW} 
• Veterans Memorial Park and Wiegand Park in Warren 
• Lions Park in Center Line 
• Kaufman Park and Kyte Monroe Park in St. Clair Shores 
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Extra Credit Union staff f illed the new libraries with books promoting financial literacy lessons, 
as well as diversity, equity, inclusion, self-confidence, showing kindness and other uplifting 
subjects. In addition, the Grissom Middle School library houses some books in Arabic and the 
Westview Elementary School library houses some books in Urdu and Bengali. 

“I am very pleased on how well received our little community library has been embraced by our 
students,” said Elizabeth Iljkoski, principal of Grissom Middle School. “ I notice students checking 
it often and taking books with them as they leave school. And our community is filling it with 
books often as there are always new books in the library box. It's a great addition to our school.” 

The project continues to be a true community project. Center Line High School teacher, Jaime 
Bellos, was commissioned to create and install the new libraries and ECU staff worked with 
Warren Public Library librarians on bi-lingual book titles and additional resources. The credit 
union plans on continuing to expand the project. 

“We love to give back to the community,” Varosi said. “This is another great way we are able to 
help educate members within our community with important financial and life lessons and even 
help them develop a love for reading—and we are putting that within their reach with these new 
free resources right in their backyards.” 

 
### 

 
Extra Credit Union (www.extracreditunion.org ) was founded in 1954 by a group of educators 
with $856 in assets. Today, with a full-service branch in Warren, Mich., Extra Credit Union 
(ECU) has nearly 19,000 members and $322 million in assets. Extra Credit Union works with 
the local community and educators to provide hands-on learning, financial fundamentals, and 
customized services to help students and educators make good financial decisions.  In addition, 
ECU provides solution-based lending and credit education programs to open lending 
possibilities to people of all credit backgrounds in the state of Michigan. Deidra M. Williams 
serves as President/CEO, leading the credit union in its mission.   
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